Universal Prekindergarten in California

The Accelerated Schools intent is to apply for the Universal Prekindergarten Grant in
California to service all 4 year old children who are selected through the lottery. Decades
of research demonstrate that an early and strong foundation for learning matters. Children
who have effective learning opportunities before kindergarten have an advantage in
school and in life over children who do not, especially children with adverse childhood
experiences. Children who attend quality preschool programs are more prepared for
school in terms of their early literacy, language, and math skills, their executive function,
and social emotional development. In some cases, preschool participants are less likely
to be identified for special education services or to be held back in elementary school
than children who do not attend developmentally-informed preschool programs that

include strong educational components.

California is poised to realize universal prekindergarten (UPK) for all four-year-old
children, and to expand services for three-year-old children through bold leadership and
the unprecedented investments in the Budget Act of 2021, including universal transitional
kindergarten (UTK) and expansion of the California State Preschool Program (CSPP).

The tumult of the COVID-19 pandemic accelerated a call to action to ensure a strong
educational foundation for all children, emphasizing the critical role of our education
system in supporting children and families’ needs and how local flexibility fuels community
capacity to meet their needs. California’s leaders responded with historic investments in
family support, child development and care, and education. Yet, as the Master Plan for
Early Learning and Care highlights, realizing the promise of early childhood investments
will require all partners—across early learning and care, early education, elementary
education, and expanded learning and extended care communities—to work together to

create a stronger system designed to meet the needs of the whole child.



